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The Prompter. 





Books, wife Difcourfe, Gardens, and Ficlds, 


Crown all the Foys, that unmix’d Nature Tields. 


CowLeY. 





FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 12. 1739. 





H E Cruriofity of the Publick 
having been confiderably exc - 
ted, of late, by Reports ccn- 
cerning Merlin’s Cave, It may 
be no difagreable Entertainment 
to my Readers, if I borrow the 
Defcription of a Cave, of a dif- 
ferent Nature, from the Copy of 





a Letter that is accidentally fallen into my Hands, 


containing a Plaz of the Defign, as it was fent to 
a Great Lady. 


Madam, 


f Have the Honour to put into your Hands the 
Plan which I promis’d to fend you. — In a Gar- 
den of mine, It muft affume no loftier a Name, 


than the Cave of Content: It wou'd expect, in one 


of your Lady/bip’s, to be call’d The Temple of Hap- 
ines. 

, te whole Space is a Square of 300 Feet: of 
which, the Circle in the Center takes off 100.—This 
Inner Divifion is quite private, being feparated from 
the Reft by a Wall, round the circular Cloifter, whofe 


' Piazza, in Front, opens, on all Sides, to the Gar- 
_ den. 


ON the Top of an artificial Hil/, within this Cir- 
cle, high enough to be vifible in all Parts of the Gar- 
den, ftands the Temple of Happinefs, having the 
Cave of Content, in a lefs expos'd Situation, on the 
Side of the Hill, 4e/ow, and overlooking, at its im- 
Mediate Foot, a little Ring of Corw-Fields, and Mea- 
dows, round a thatch’d Country Cottage. — ‘This 
real Profpect is extended, by rural Paintings, ix 
Frefco, upon the Flat of the furrounding Well : 
While the Temple commands, at due Diftancze, a 
View of the prowder Parts of the Garden. 

To this Central Divifioz, tend, direCdy, Four 
Great Paffages: befides Eight Bye Paths through the 
Wood : yet, of all the twelve Ways, ONE only leads 
Into the Exclofure: tho’ Each of them feems to 
promife an eafy and immediate Admiffion: For, that 
the Curiofity may be attracted, The Statue of Hap- 
pinefs ftands, viiible, over the Dome of the Tem- 
ple, holding out an Elevated Torch, in an Attitude ot 
Invitation. 

THE 4 Dire Paffages are 4 Grotto’s of Rockwork, 


_ their Ouffides Rugged and Irregular, adorn’d with 


Shells of the Largeft Kinds: but their Infides beau- 
tified after a nicer and more finifh’d Manner.—Thefe 
are the Grotto’s, of Power, of Ricues, of Ho- 
Nour, and of LEARNING; Diftinguifh’d, Each by 
Ks Proper Statue, plac’d over the Entrance. 


Defcription of the Grotto of PowEr. 


Tue. Numbers, 1, 2, 3, 4, §, 6, in this Grotto, 
are Windows, or-Grotefque Openings on both Sites : 
Each of which gives Profpect of a different Walk, 
thro’ the Wood, terminated by a Figure proper to 
the Pofition.—Thefe are. the Statues, of Fame, RE- 
VENGE, Vicrory, V1oLeNcr, Prive, and'SeE- 
CURITY : the fix moft natural Pur/fuits, in the Attain- 
ments of Power. 

THe Intermediate Spaces, betwixt the Windows, 

on both Sides of this Grotto, are adorn’d with Recks ; 
Which widen inward, in different Degrees, fo as to 
mike the Paflage wixding, and irrezular. 
_ Upon, and among, thefe Rocks, are reprefented, 
in Shell-work, of all Sizes, and Colours, the Forts 
of military Weapons, ancient and modern ; as alfo the 
Ruins, ot old Caftles, and Towers. — And, from 
Caves, up and down within the-Rocks, hang Chry- 
ftals, of S2/t Peter, the Foundation of That Friend 
of Power, Gunpowder. ' 

THE Ezd of this Grotto, inftead of Introducing 
to the Cave of Context, opens into the Circular Cloi- 
fter; that frowts outward, upon the Walks, and Ca- 
nals; Ihefe Canals, being 4 in Number, and run- 
ning, diagoval,. are terminated, Each by its proper 
Mount, at the 4. Angles of the Square: (compos’d of 
the Earth that is dug up in forming it) adorn’d with 
Wood, and Rocks, over which, fall Sheets of ater. 

THE Gravel Walks, from 7 and 7, end in Caves, 
which give Paflage unggr the Mount, byfa vaulred 
Semicircle, open in Front to the Water,- between 
Grotefque Pillars of She/lwork. , 

Tue Walks, from 8 and 8, end in Rocky Afiexts 
to the Tops of the Mouxts — Down from the other 
Sides of which Mounts, defcend Paths, into the owz- 
ward Garden, whereof this whole Plan is but the 
Center. | 

Arr gand9, which is an Entrance into one of the 
Bye Alleys, ftand the Statues, of Maptgr, and 
SHORT-SIGHTEDNEss , (their Names iaferid’d on 
their Pedeftals) pointing into the Wood, with an Air 
of Invitation. — This winding Path, once enter’d, 
leads to a Cavern, to be known, ,by, its Infcription, 
for the Grotto of ParriotisM. —Defcending into 
this Gror, it leads, through a fubterramgan Paflage ; 
which, inftead of coming out at the Cave of Content, 
rifes upon a Bafin, to be calPd-the Fountain of Fouty ; 
properly diftingui/b’d, in the Midft of the: Wood : 
Wherein is the Statue of a Fool (with a Cap and a 


Bell) very bulily wafbing a Blackamore ; who A © 


and lolls out his Tongue, at the fruitle/s Solicitude 
the Labour. 
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: Binds of their feveral Vifta’s, the 6 


Ar 10 and 10, in the oppofite Quarter, are the 


‘"Statués of BenevowieNéz, and Prry. — The Ac- 


titudes of Thefe alfo invite to the wifh’d for Center ; 
But, the cover’d Alley, between them, leading firft, 
through the Grot of MuNIFJcENCE, after a_wind- 
ing, and-intricate Defcent, opens downward, into 
the Sink of INGRATETUDE. . a 

N. B. — AL thefe Grotto’s, Statues, and Places, 
are Exprefs’d, by fignificant Peculiars; — help’d, 
however, by Infcription of their Names, to leave no 
Burden upon the Apprehenfion. 


Defeription of the Grotto of Ricwes: 


Tue 6 Windows in this Grotto, fhew,. at the 

Statues, of Lux- 
uRY, InpoteNce, VANITY, BLINDNEss, Drar- 
ness, and DANGER. 

Note, — The Statues are Caft, to ew Defigns, 
in Moulds, from Drawings purpofely imagin’d, fo; as 
co Exprefs the Spirit of their Charadfer. 

THE Rocks, along the Infide of this Grotto, are to 
be compos’d chiefly of Glafs-houfe Clinkers, enlivern’d 
by the Oars, and glittering Sparr, of Metals. One 
Rock reprefents Potofi, in Peru; where Indians (in 
little Figures) are bufy, at the feveral Tasks of break- 
ing, raifing,.and {melting, the Si/ver Oar. — Another 
Rock has the Reprefentation of Africans gathering 
Gold Dif, at the Bottom of a Water-fall ; and wath- 
ing the Earth from it, in Sieves. — A third Rock re- 
fembles the Eaf? Indians Manner of Digging, and 
Searching, in their Diamond Mines —N.B. = The 
Rockwork of this Grotto is to be illuminated, by 
Pieces of tranfparent Chryftal, and colour’d Gla/s 
Fewels, reprefenting Rubies, Emeralds, &c. properly 
plac’d, and the whole made every where as bright, 
and glowing, as poffible, to its Evd, where It opens 
into the Circular Cloifter. 

THE Statues, at the Bye Path on the Left, mark’d 

and 9, are Thofe of Inpusrry, and Honesty.— 
They direct to the Grot of DistTiNcTIoN, which 
being enter’d, brings you out, into the Kennel of 
Envy, whofe Figure is fupported, on both Sides, 
by a Guard of Dogs, in the Attitude of Barking. 

In the Right Hand Quarter, at 10 and 10, ftand 
the Statues of Reason and INNoceNcE. — The 
Path that enters the Wood, between thefe two, brings 
you on, tothe Grot of INDEPENDANCE: Into which 

ving enter’d, you pafs down, a ftrait, fhort, Allow 
Way, and rife, on a fudden, among Corn Fields, 
WITHIN THE CENTER, in view of the Howfe of 
CoNnTENT, andin the Path to the Temple of Hap- 


- PINESS.* 


Ir wou'd be tedious to explain what Propriety has 
been aim’d at, in the Pofition of thefe Figures. ——~ 
But, juft to touch it, in this one Place, for all, The 
Grot of INDEPENDANCE cou’d not, properly, be 
found, but in the Quarter of Riches; fince, tho’ 
Reafon is the Guide, yet, That might be bow’d, by 
Calamity. But, it is placed on the RicuT, in that 
Quarter, becaufe Another of the Guides muft be IN- 
NOCENCE : for, GUILT is not capable of INDEPEN- 
DANCE. | 


Defcription of the Grotto of Honour. 


THE 6 Windows, here, direét the Eye to the 6 
Statues, of AMBITION, HaTRED, JEALousy, Pain, 
CENsURE, and CEREMONY. 

Upon the Rocks, along the Paffage, through this 
Grotto, are reprefented in Shellwork, of all Shades, 





Sizes, and Colowrs, the different Crowns, and Dia. 
DEMS, Imperial, Papa/, and Royal; as allo the cp». 
ronets which diftinguith the Degrees of Nobility: to. 
gether with Ribbandsy Collarsyand Croffes, of ‘ail th. 
Orders of Kuighthood. — "The Rocks, too, are, eve. 
ry where, in the propereft Piaces, plum’d with ¢,, 
Feathers, and Branches of Coral: and This Grorig 
like the reft, opens into the Circular Cloifter. ; 

THE Statues, at the Cover’d Alley, mark’d 9 ang 

, are thofe of Hears, and Goon-narype 
They lead, through the Grotto of Love, ull it afceng, 
into a Thicket, of Rofes, Feffamines, and Honey. 
Juckles, which end, gradually, in.a Litthe Wilderne® 
of Briars, Thiftles, and Furze-Bufbes ; in the Cente 
of all which, appears the Rogk gf REPENTANcs . 
cover’d over with Mofs; out of which, Warug 
drops, weeping, and melanchony. 

IN the Quarter on the Right, mark’d to and.1 
ftand the Statues of BaccHus, aad FLora ; Point. 
ing inward, to the Grotto of PLEAsuRE ; Which, 
after a rifting, and airy, Advance, “comes” ott, tion 
the Tesple of DEATH, in an Area furrounded by 
Eugh Trees ; and fill'd, with Tormés, reprefenting q 
Churchyard. oe ) 


| "tt 
Defcription of the Grotto of LEaRNIne, 


THE 6 Statues, feen through «the 6. Windows of 
this Grotto, are, Thofe, of Curtosrry, Disqus- 
ET, Dousr, SickNgEss, ILL BREEDING, and Con- 
CEITEDNESs. ' 

In the Paffage, along this Grotto, the Rocks ar 
adorn’d with the Figures (in Little) of Philofophy, Chy- 
miftry, Aftronomy, &c. in Actions, Pofitions, ahd 
Attitudes, all fuited to their Characters : — together 
with Compofitions, iz Shellwork, refembling Tele- 
Scopes, Quadrants, Compafi, Books, Printing-Preffes, 
and other Inftruments of ScieNcE, — till it ems, 
in the Circular Cloifter. : 

Ar the Figures 9 aiid 9, oh the Left of chis Quar- 
ter, the Statdes of FANcy, atid IDLENEss, invite ip- 
to the Wood, and point on, tothe Grotto of W1r, 
through which the Way feems open, and lively 5 but, 
grows warrower, as it advances; till It ends, at lak, 
in the Hove. of Poverty. 3 

ON the Right, the Figures, at 10 and 10, are the 
Statues of SPLEEN, and DisApPoINTMENT ; Thee 

oint, one with an angry, and one with a melancho- 
y, dir, as toward the Cave of Content. —But, the 
Path that enters, between them, leads to the Grotto of 
SOLITUDE ; which, after a winding, under-ground, 
Defcent, opens, dark, into the Vault of Despair, 
whence, a gloomy A/cezt, up a broken Stone Stait- 
cafe, brings you out, upon a Grotefque Pediment, 
in the Midft of the Canal, at B: where the zext 
Step muft be, DROWNING. 

Tuis, in general, is the P/aw; But, it will give 
Room for Abundance of additional Ornaments , 
which it wou’d be tedious to particularize : —-The 
Expence of this Kind of Work differs, incredibly, 
according to the manner in which it is Executed. 
But, the moft Natural, is not only the Cheapef?, but 
alfo will be found the moft Beautiful. 

I Have given your Ladyfhip but a very imperfed 
Idea of my Rockwork, ---- But, whatever Concep- 
tion you may have of my Garden, I beg you to be 
affur’d, that its Owzer, is, . 

=. With great Refped, 
=f re Tour moft Obedient, 
es ‘And moft Humble Servant, &°. 








Printed for T. CoopeER, at the Globe in Pater-noffer Row : 


Where Letters to the AUTHOR 2a® 


taken in. And where the former Numbers may be had. 
[ Prise Two-Pence. | - 
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